	[image: image1.wmf]
CITY COUNCIL RESEARCH DIVISION

LEGISLATIVE SUMMARY



	JEFFREY R. CLEMENTS
Chief of Research
(904) 630-1377
	
	117 West Duval Street

City Hall, Suite 425

Jacksonville, FL  32202

FAX (904) 630-3403



Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2017-97
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council Members Crescimbeni, Boyer, Brosche and Schellenberg
Date of Introduction: February 14, 2017
Committee(s) of Reference: R, F
Date of Analysis: February 16, 2017
Type of Action: Appropriation; Ordinance Code amendment; Council Rules amendment
Bill Summary: The bill appropriates $16,408.02 from the FY16-17 City Council travel account to a new Council Travel – Associations/Memberships account. It amends Ordinance Code Chapter 10 – Organization of the Council – to provide that approved travel by designated council members to state and national League of Cities and Association of Counties meetings shall be reimbursed from the newly created league/association travel account, and that funding in the amount of 10% of the overall membership dues for the 4 organizations or $20,000, whichever is greater, shall be appropriated annually to this travel account. Council Rules 1.304 is amended and a new Rule 1.306 is created to provide that the Council President shall appoint four different council members as representatives to the four organizations – 2 members assigned to the Florida and National Leagues of Cities and 2 members assigned to the Florida and National Associations of Counties. Assignments to the city associations and the county associations shall include one council member in their in their second term of office and one member in their first term of office. For the sake of continuity, preference in assignment of second term members to the associations shall be given to council members who were previously assigned to that association as a first-term member. The appointments as delegates to the associations shall be for 4 years or remainder of the member’s elected term of office, if less. The Council President shall establish the manner in which designated council members shall request and be approved for travel to these meetings, taking into account the budget, public purpose and benefit to the City of their participation.
Background Information: The bill derives from a discussion at a Finance Committee meeting about how to categorize council member travel to League of Cities and Association of Counties meetings – specifically whether such travel by appointed delegates to the organizations counts as “travel undertaken on a special assignment or at the direction of the Council President”, which is exempt from the $3,000 per year limitation on individual council members’ reimbursed travel. The committee discussed the value of having elected officials participate in the work of the associations and the need for continuity in participation by the same person over a number of years if the City’s representatives are to achieve leadership positions in the associations. The Finance members felt that travel to the state and national meetings, within reason, is a benefit to the Council and the City and should be considered “on assignment from the President” and exempt from the $3,000 individual member travel cap. The appointment methodology is intended to provide for continuity in City representation at the associations over time.
Policy Impact Area: Participation in city and county representative associations
Fiscal Impact: The bill appropriates $16,408.02 from the Council’s central travel budget to a new associations-related travel budget.
Analyst: Clements
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